
  

  

 

 

 

 

Finding Peace 
after a Death by Suicide 

 

Welcome 

 

Gathering Song                    Jesus Christ, Inner Light
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Opening Reading        Excerpts from If You Would Have Known, Shelby N. Merchen  

 

You left without a warning; 

you left without saying "goodbye." 

You left us with only questions. 

The most important one is "why?" 

 

Why did you believe 

you had to face this world alone? 

Why did you suffer silently? 

We would have helped if we had known.  

 

How long had you been hurting 

before deciding you were done? 

I'm glad your pain has ended, 

but our pain has just begun.  
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading                  2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

 

Responsorial Psalm                                                                     Psalm 31:10, 11, 15 and 17

 
1. Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in distress. My eyes are wasted with grief, 

my soul and my body. 

2. For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighs. Affliction has broken down my 

strength, and my bones waste away. 

3. But as for me, I trust in you, O LORD, I say you are my God. Let your face shine on your 

servant. Save me in your merciful love. 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Choir/Cantor first, then all)

 
 

Gospel                                                                                                                             John 6:37-40 
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Quiet Reflection (Instrumental)                     Romans 8:38-39  

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

The Universal Prayer 
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 In Every Age
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BLESSING 

Bless, O God of eternal life, 

all who have died 

by their own hand. 

Grant them peace 

from their inner turmoil 

and the compassion of your love. 

Comfort those who mourn 

their loved ones. 

Strengthen them to face the questions of pain, 

the guilt and anger, 

the irreparable loss. 

Help us to reach out in love 

to others who prefer death 

to the choices of life 

and to their families who grieve. 

Amen. 
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Lead Us to Your Light 
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